Enhancing Public Safety and Consistency in Building Code Compliance

BOABC Consultation with BOABC Members

Purpose of this Paper and Questionnaire

As you may know, one goal of the Building Officials’ Association of BC (BOABC) Corporate and Business Plan is to enhance recognition of the role of the Building Official as a profession.  To this end, BOABC has been exploring the possibility of amending the Building Officials’ Association of BC Act (BOABC Act) to require BOABC certification for any individual undertaking building inspections or plan review on behalf of local government.  

We believe that this initiative will enhance the important contribution our profession makes to building safety in BC.   Over the past year or two, we have discussed this plan with many building industry participants.  Their responses to our suggestions for change have been positive and supportive.  The purpose of this consultation paper is to take this discussion a step further.  

Your responses on the attached questionnaire will help us ensure that any move to mandatory certification will work to the benefit of our members.  The information you provide will help us clarify the measures that need to be in place to ensure a smooth transition for our current and future members from a voluntary to a mandatory system.    

The BOABC will include a summary of your responses in our request to the provincial government for changes to the BOABC Act.  

BOABC Role in Building Code Compliance

The BOABC is a voluntary association of more than 675 members, serving every community in the province that enforces and regulates the BC Building Code.  Members serve in a variety of capacities as code practitioners, for example: conducting building and plumbing inspections, examining building design plans, specializing in fire protection and practicing as code consultants in the private sector.  

We believe that upwards of 95% of all currently practicing building officials in BC are BOABC members.

The BOABC has been certifying building officials in British Columbia since 1981.  The BOABC’s certification program establishes standards, develops and delivers training programs, tests knowledge and competency, and issues certificates to qualified individuals.  

Certification Levels

Qualifications for members are established through satisfactory work experience as well as three progressive levels of training and examinations that are developed and scored in conjunction with the International Code Council.  The BOABC administers the following three levels of certification:

Building Official Level 1: open to Building Officials who are employed in BC or the Yukon by a local government actively involved in the development or administration of building regulations, and who have achieved a minimum 80% mark on Building Code exams covering one- and two-family dwellings, and have at least two years continued service as a municipal Building Official

Building Official Level 2: as above, with a minimum 80% mark on exams covering remaining (non-residential portions) of Part 9 of the Building Code, and at least three years continued service as a municipal Building Official

Building Official Level 3: as above, with a minimum 80% mark on exams covering remaining parts of BC Building Code, and at least four years continued service as a municipal Building Official 

Today, BOABC’s membership includes 93 Building Official Level 1 members, 83 Building Official Level 2 members, and 395 Building Official Level 3 members.  

BOABC Training Programs

The BOABC develops and delivers training, including core training for certification, professional development training, code change seminars, regional study sessions, and educational conferences.  

Core Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 in-class training is delivered by colleges, such as BCIT, under agreement to the BOABC.  BCIT correspondence training is available for Level 1 only.   BOABC examinations are proctored by colleges and universities in BC, Yukon and Northwest Territories.

The BOABC Education Committee and the Examination Committee perform annual reviews of the BOABC education programs and examinations with respect to building code changes, changes to BOABC or national certification programs, and adequacy of programs for professional development and maintenance of certification. 

Inter-Provincial Harmonization

The BOABC is a founding member of the Alliance of Canadian Building Officials’ Associations (ACBOA), and participates in ACBOA’s recently established national certification program.  The BOABC’s educational policies and programs accommodate national certification.

Reciprocity agreements have been established with the Ontario Building Officials Association.  The BOABC is in the process of developing a reciprocal agreement with the Alberta Safety Codes Council.  

The BOABC is a chapter member of the International Code Council (ICC),--a non-profit organization dedicated to developing building safety codes.  BOABC standards for education, training and certification are equal to International Code Council standards.  

What We Propose to Do…

The BOABC will be submitting a formal proposal to the BC government this year, requesting that the BOABC Act be amended to require that any person employed as a building official be certified by the BOABC.  The existing three levels of certification will continue to apply.  Building officials’ responsibilities for inspection and plan review functions would be based on the level of certification achieved.

Some building officials fulfill multi-purpose roles as bylaw enforcement, fire prevention, or plumbing inspectors.  For these individuals, mandatory BOABC certification would have no impact on their bylaw, fire safety, or plumbing inspection functions.  Those functions will remain under the authority of the respective professional associations or regulatory authorities.

The move from voluntary to mandatory certification will not impact BOABC’s ‘right to title’ programs for Registered Building Officials and Building Code Qualifed building officials.

The current reciprocity agreements (National and Ontario) would remain, as would existing agreements with the Yukon, and with treaty bodies that recognize equivalent skills and knowledge.

We are proposing that the legislative amendment provide for staged implementation over a period of time, in order to give currently employed building officials who may not be fully certified time to achieve certification.  Staged implementation will also ensure that non-certified BOABC members can continue their employment as building officials on behalf of local government for up to five years before they will be required to be certified at the appropriate level.

In order to support the transition to certification, the BOABC will enhance training programs to:

· Ensure that training is available where and when it is needed, by expanding certification education curricula to more colleges, and providing regional study sessions and education conferences as and where needed

· Ease implementation by establishing a mentorship program.

· Include curricula to address legal aspects beyond the Building Code (e.g., Local Government Act, Vancouver Charter, Community Charter, and local bylaws)

The move to mandatory certification of building officials by the BOABC will support any measures that the Province may wish to introduce in the future with respect to the building regulatory framework in BC.  

Questionnaire

Instructions

This brief questionnaire will take about ten minutes of your time.  Please do it when you are unlikely to be interrupted.  

This questionnaire is a ‘fillable form’ that you can fill out at your computer and e-mail back to M. Reinstein & Associates at marnier@uniserve.com.

Please save this form to your computer before completing it, and re-save it periodically while you are filling it out to avoid any data loss.

If you prefer to complete the questionnaire by hand and respond by fax, please contact Marnie Reinstein by e-mail or telephone (250.474.8844) for a printable version.  

Please submit your completed questionnaire by April 15, 2010.

1. Name (please click and type on the shaded box):       
Address:       
City:      
Type(s) of employment:      
2. My current BOABC membership status is (please click on the shaded box to reveal a pull-down list):  FORMDROPDOWN 

3. If you identified your current status as ‘Other’, please specify what that is.       
4. My interest in certification of building officials is primarily as a:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local government building official



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local government Chief Building Official

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Code consultant

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other.  Please specify       
5. In what ways do you believe that mandatory certification of building officials could be beneficial?  Please check all that apply.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enhanced recognition of building officials as building safety professionals


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enhanced timeliness of inspections


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enhanced Building Code consistency within a jurisdiction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enhanced Building Code consistency between jurisdictions

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher quality inspection outcomes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Risk management benefits 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Improved labour mobility

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other.  Please specify      
6. What challenges do you believe the mandatory certification of building officials might pose for you or other building officials in your jurisdiction?  Please check all that apply.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am concerned that I may not immediately qualify for certification.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am concerned that other building officials employed in my organization may not immediately qualify for certification.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am concerned about the availability of training in my region.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am concerned that mandatory certification may make it more difficult for me to advance in my career.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other.  Please specify      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I do not have any concerns at this time.

7. Will any of the following BOABC initiatives address any of the challenges you identified?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 regional study sessions


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 a mentorship program

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 give existing building officials a five-year timeframe to qualify

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 continue to provide training by correspondence through BCIT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 explore the viability/affordability of an on-line training program

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 develop curricula to address legal aspects beyond the Building Code (e.g., Local Government Act, Vancouver Charter, Community Charter, and local bylaws)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other.  Please specify      
8. Overall, do you support mandatory certification of building officials?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

9. If you answered “No”, please give your reasons for not supporting mandatory certification.       
10. If you answered “No”, what would need to be in place before you would support mandatory certification?       
11. Please provide us with any other comments or concerns you may have with respect to mandatory certification of building officials by BOABC.       
Please e-mail your completed questionnaire to 

marnier@uniserve.com 

by April 15, 2010
Thank you for taking the time to give us your views.
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