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Jennifer Craven of BOABC staff recently reminded 
me that a BOABC Newsletter edition would soon 
appear on the BOABC website and it would be 
appropriate that a GRADUATE column be 
submitted for publication in that edition. During our 
discussion both Jennifer and I agreed that it would 
also be appropriate if I would ask Soren Agren, a 
well known, respected, experienced City of 
Vancouver Building Inspector, if he would be 
interested in partaking of a GRADUATE column.  
 

 
 

Soren Agren R.B.O. 
     Visiting Port Alberni in August 2009 
 
Soren is one of a small group of building Inspectors 
who chose to work beyond the former retirement 
age of 65 years since he enjoys his role as an 
inspector and retirement at 65 years is no longer 
compulsory. Unfortunately recent illness, which is 
presently being remedied by medicinal treatment, 
has briefly interrupted his fulfilment of a career 
which he has enjoyed for 33-years. 
 
I contacted Soren by telephone and enquired of him 
if he would be interested in a GRADUATE column 
and he agreed to discuss the matter with me at his 
Surrey home on Wednesday, August 25, 2009. 
Upon my arrival Soren greeted me at the entrance to 
his property and showed me through the ÒSmart 

carÓ diesel powered vehicle which consumes only 5 
litres/100 km of fuel weekly while driving to and 
from work, and including daily inspections in the 
City of Vancouver. In my opinion this is very 
practical transportation given the current rising 
price of fuel. Upon entering his residence I was 
impressed by the quality of improvements he had 
made by the rebuilding interior stairs, updating of 
living areas by ceiling mouldings, painting and 
decorating, all completed with good taste and 
craftsmanship. He then invited me onto the outdoor 
patio where we commenced our discussion of his 
career and life experience.  
 

 
    Soren 

Drives Diesel Smart Car 
 
 

Soren was born July, 1944 at Stockholm, Sweden, 
where he was raised, attended public school 
followed by enrolment at the University of 
Stockholm where he studied engineering and 
graduated with a degree in structural engineering. 
Initially, he was employed in the seafaring industry 
thus spending long periods at sea which he found to 
be unsuitable as a lifelong career.  
 
 In 1971 at the age of 27, following brief 
employments in SwedenÕs construction industry, he 
immigrated to Canada.  
 
His first employment in Canada was in British 
Columbia with a Pre-cast concrete company as an 
ÒErection SuperintendentÓ, thus working at various 
locations in BC and was responsible for the erection 
and installation of pre-cast concrete beams for 
highway overpasses and bridges. 
  



A very memorable project in this regard was for 6 
months in 1975 to construct a road-maintenance 
camp for the Department of Highways,  located on 
the Stewart Ð Cassiar Highway, 130 miles north of 
Stewart, in the middle of nowhere. To run a camp of 
30 persons in the totally untouched wilderness 
without any phone communication was a very 
challenging but satisfying experience. 
 
In 1976 he applied for inspectional work with the 
City of Vancouver and became a Building Inspector 
with the City in 1976. 
 
The Building Inspectors Association of BC, as it 
was known then, now known as Building Officials 
Association of BC, soon became part of SorenÕs 
involvement in BCÕs building industry as he 
became not only a member, but an active member, 
who frequently volunteered and served on the 
associationÕs executive as noted by the following: 
 

 
• Lower Mainland Zone Representative from    

1993 to 2001. 
• Certified Professional committee 1998 to 

present. 
• Committee for support and certification of 

BOABC members to Professional status 
through Provincial Act which came into 
effect in 1998. This provincial act included 
the ÒRegistered Building Official (R.B.O)Ó , 
ÒRegistered Building Inspector (R.B.I.)Ó, 
and later included ÒBuilding Code Qualified 
(B.C.Q.)Ó titles. 

• Conference committee, specializing in 
invitations and arrangements for the 
Exhibitors during BOABC annual 
Conferences. 

 
He spoke well of Roger Hebert, P.Eng. who was 
VancouverÕs Director of Permits and Licenses, 
during SorenÕs early career with the city, and also 
other Inspectors he worked with, both at the City of 
Vancouver and other jurisdictions. Special mention 
and discussion took place regarding the Skytrain 
Stations since both I and Soren had been directly 
involved in these projects since the first  Expo Line 
constructed prior to 1986. Most recently Soren has 
been involved in the construction of the latest rapid 
transit project, the RAV-line between Richmond 
and Vancouver. 
 

 
 

       Soren becomes a Canadian 2003 
 
 

        
 

Soren 
Terrace Office 2003 

 
Soren was seconded to the City of Terrace as a 
Building/Plumbing Inspector for a period of 
approximately 4-months at Terrace, BC in 2003. 
Soren worked there closely with Paul Gipps, Chief 
Building/Plumbing Inspector for Terrace, who was 
at that time being prepared and promoted to 
managerial duties with that City. This temporary 
position was an interesting learning experience as 
he had to become familiar with not only the BC 
Building Code and Terrace Inspectional duties, but 
also Terrace engineering inspections such as, daily 
inspection of sewer manhole covers since some of 
these may have been removed by unauthorized 
persons during the night hours thus creating a 
hazard for pedestrians and vehicle traffic using City 
streets. Also, plumbing inspections and enforcement 
were a further challenge since City of Vancouver 
plumbing inspections are performed separately by 
designated Plumbing Inspectors. 



 
Soren commented on his coming retirement, which 
he believes may be on the horizon next year, saying 
that at present he doesnÕt have hobbies or plans for 
retirement. However he owns a 1969 Buick Skylark 
convertible that requires restoration and having 
already rebuilt the engine himself, he is seriously 
considering restoration of the whole car as a 
restoration project. Motorcycles are another item of 
interest since he still owns a motorcycle which was 
sometimes used as transportation for inspections 
and to and from work. This motorcycle was also 
transportation for a long trip to and from Sturgis, 
South Dakota, in 2005, a long ride which he feels is 
well worth doing again. 
 
Soren, by way of past performance as a BOABC 
volunteer, has been part of improvements and 
refinements that have come to be for the 

professional organization that BOABC is today. 
Perhaps he may see his way, health permitting, to 
continue his efforts during his retirement. 
 
Soren, I appreciate having the experience and 
privilege to work with you in the composition of 
this column of which I think will enable readers to 
learn of your life experiences as a building official. 
I wish you the best for many happy years of 
retirement. 
 
Respectfully 
 
Bob Buckland 
 
  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 


